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Uppity – (adjective) – informal
Self-important; arrogant; putting on or marked by airs of superiority
There is a fine line between confidence and cocky. Conducting
oneself in a way that exemplifies one over the other can be the
difference between taking flight like Michael Jordan or catching a
Mike Tyson beatdown.
On February 22nd, 2020 ILA Gallery opened its doors for the
first time to a packed house with a solo exhibition show called
“Uppity” featuring Miami-based artist Hiero Veiga. The art community in the Mile High City has been showing him love for some
time now, as the city’s own burgeoning art scene continues to
flourish. He already has 5 murals throughout the city. For him,
Denver has been a place of support, a city where he is establishing himself as the artist you should be paying attention to.
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EM: So, tell me about your solo show at ILA. How did that come
about?
Hiero Veiga: My solo show was very exciting because they literally
let me do what I wanted. I didn’t know Fa’al [gallery owner] or
Lorenzo [gallery curator], and my boy just called me up and told
me they wanted to feature me. They allowed me to do the show
the way I wanted to do it. I knew I wanted to do something different, especially because it was also Black History Month. I didn’t
want to do Martin Luther King Jr., portraits or something typical.
EM: Why did you decide to call your show “Uppity?”
Hiero Veiga: I was trying to figure out how to theme a Black
History Month show. I don’t really believe in Black History Month.
It doesn’t make sense to me. All that shit is dumb to me. It’s
American history. I also never felt “Black.” I wasn’t raised in a Black
household, so I didn’t know how to identify with that. What was
important to me [when thinking about the show] was people that
broke the mold or redefined themselves and not just Black people, but people of color in general.
EM: Did you have specific icons in mind when you started thinking
about the word “uppity?”
Hiero Veiga: I wanted to feature icons in culture who were misunderstood because that’s how I feel [as an artist]. Again, people
who broke the mold. My idol growing up was Bruce Lee and he
broke the mold for a lot of people, so I toyed with that name
“breaking the mold” and then I remember how obsessed I was
with the TV show In Living Color. They were always making fun of
stereotypes. From there, the word "uppity" kept coming to me, like
that “uppity Negro,” you know, like the ones that don’t listen. The
people that pulled no punches. That's my shit.
EM: Who else came to mind?
Hiero Veiga: There were too many and not enough time to paint,
but people like Dave Chappelle. All the shit he went through with
leaving his own show, and how they [the TV network and media] tried to play him talking about he's a crackhead, and how he
ran away to Africa, that bullshit. Also, people like Dennis Rodman
[NBA basketball player]. He did things on his own terms. He broke
the mold in terms of what it meant to be Black. Also, Grace Jones
[Jamaican singer, actress, model] who broke the mold in every way.
She did shit in her own way. There are also people in culture who
changed the game for everybody, not just Black people. You know,
like a Bowie [David Bowie, singer/songwriter] and Marlon Brando
[actor and director].
So, just in thinking about all those elements I knew the direction I
wanted to go with the exhibition, and from there it was easy, you
know, and the paintings just started coming to life.

EM: What impact are you trying to make with your art?
Hiero Veiga: That's a pretty broad question. I don’t think I know how to
answer that. I don’t think about the impact anymore. I don't think about
how people are going to perceive it. You know, I think that ship has
sailed for me. I think more about the subject. The person that I'm painting because I do portraiture, you know. My work is very visceral. I think
about what inspires me about the person I am painting. I'm not thinking
about me anymore in that way. I'm just not. Don't get me wrong, I think
about technique, but I'm not worried about the impact. If it hits, it hits. If
it doesn't, it doesn't. I painted something that felt honest. That’s what it’s
about.
EM: I don’t believe you’re not worried about impact. All artists think
about the impact their work will have on other people. Where are you
trying to go then? Do you think about longevity?
Hiero Veiga: Oh, you mean like, career success? Of course! Yeah! I want
to be good. I'm working harder at this thing because I want to be
successful at it, but again, my plan is to not worry about impact and the
numbers. Numbers are a construct, too.

EM: Now we’re talking commerce?
Yea, the numbers game; the money game. That's all a lie too. That's
the shit that gets niggas locked up and in jail. You know what I'm
saying? Because, they’re worrying about the numbers, square footage. Numbers can fuck us up as people of color. I'm trying to get
to a place where numbers don't matter anymore, and they also
don't matter to the people around me. That's the plan. I definitely
want longevity so I can just make the art for the sake of the art.
EM: So, you're saying money doesn't matter?
**Next Wednesday June 17th for Part 3 as I wrap my conversation with Hiero Veiga. **
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